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Rusty Wright Blues

Primary Genre:      Electric Blues

Fronting the band: Rusty Wright/Laurie LaCross-Wright

Home base:
      Flint, MI

For Bookings:         Ross@sadsonmusic.com

Phone:

      810.235.6394 or 810.577.7275

Website:
     www.RustyWrightBlues.com
The Sound

Contemporary Blues-rock featuring Rusty Wright’s ripping guitar work, melodic vocals and meticulously crafted songs so full of hooks and infectious groove your hips and head will keep swayin’ and bobbin’ long after the songs have played. This act will appeal to fans of Stevie Ray Vaughn, Robben Ford or Susan Tedeschi’s music.
The Show

The Rusty Wright Blues live show focuses on material from their upcoming 15-song debut CD and a sampling of Wright’s film and television music. This act is ideal for keeping a diverse, multi-generational audience entertained. The band has dynamic, well-paced 60 and 90-minute concert sets that spotlight the group’s original material, including ‘Do It Again’ and ‘Something’s Missing’ - songs sure to keep the crowd bouncing and grooving; southern rock-tinged “Gonna Be” and “Nasty Reputation,” which Wright laughingly calls a ‘tongue-in-cheek wink at his past,’ and their gorgeous renditions of ‘Summertime’ and an instrumental called ‘Desert Breeze,’ which was composed by Wright for the Miami Productions film “PI Blues.” 

In “Ain’t No Good Life,” RWB pays homage to those who have preceded them on the Blues path. Wright holds nothing back in this cathartic tune about the demanding muse within and the inevitability of life’s twists and turns. Traditional slide guitar blues guaranteed to haunt your head

Rusty Wright Blues also offers an electrifying nightclub show that expands the band’s concert sets. It’s almost impossible to guess what tunes might end up in each night’s show as they pay tribute to some of the artists and songs that have inspired them. 

Booking Options

Typically, RWB performs as a five-piece act with two guitars, keyboards, bass and drums. Rusty and Laurie tour with top-notch veteran sidemen and crew.  American-made gear and instruments are used whenever possible. Rusty and Laurie play custom guitars and amps built by Reverend Musical Instruments in Warren, MI.

In addition to the full band, Rusty and Laurie also welcome opportunities for duo performances – a perfect solution for smaller concerts, promotional appearances and events. Rates are negotiable based on length of show, distance and equipment requirements.  

RWB can provide band-related merchandise for venue-operated merchandise booths, or, they can set-up and staff their own promotional booth.

Event coordinators and concert promoters will find this act a pleasure to work with. In addition to being outstanding veteran performers, they are pleasant, punctual and dedicated to making each performance the best they are capable of so everyone goes home happy at the end of the day.

Artist Information

Playing off a particularly enthusiastic response heard at almost all their shows, Rusty and Laurie gleefully dubbed their 2005 promotional tour dates the “Dude! Where did you come from?” Tour after hearing it from none other than Lynyrd Skynyrd’s Johnny Van Zant and Ricky Medlocke at the end of their opening set when they appeared with Skynyrd at one of their 2004 Michigan tour dates.

Longtime fans aren’t surprised. Rusty Wright’s got the kind of guitar chops that make people stop and stare, spellbound. Wide eyed, people jostle for a better view of his hands and riotous facial expressions.  He’s also a skilled movie and television composer, songwriter, audio engineer and in-demand session guitarist whose introduction to touring and professional musicianship came at age 13 when he climbed aboard a tour bus and became the guitarist for a successful southern gospel recording act led by his mother.

Fronting the band with Wright is his wife, rhythm guitarist/vocalist Laurie LaCross-Wright, a compelling singer with a vivid and expressive vocal style that stretches with ease from a breathy, crooned endearment into a two-octave slide that becomes a throaty affirmation of her ability to wail.  Laurie LaCross-Wright touches people’s emotions - often making the most stoic man in the room wipe at his eyes with her Blues rendition of “Summertime.” 

Musically, they soar. Their passion for music and performing is evident as they take turns playing off each other. Laurie laughs with delight when Rusty plays a particularly inventive riff. His guitar work echoes the dynamics and emotion of her voice as she sings. He closes his eyes and loses himself in the music as he plays.  She, in turn, looks directly out at the audience, smiling widely from the stage, as if to say “You’d better believe this is every bit as fun as it looks!”  

Discography:  


May 2005 is the anticipated release date for RWB’s debut CD on the Sadson Record label. Former Godsmack drummer Tommy Stewart joins the band as a guest artist on the album. 

Feedback

“Dude, where did you come from? That was great.”  Rickey Medlocke, Lynyrd Skynyrd   June, 2004

“Great guitar playing. You guys sound great.”  Johnny Van Zant, Lynyrd Skynyrd           June, 2004

“You guys rocked!!!  I'll be watching the newspaper and your website for future dates and look 

    forward to seeing you again.”          Clio Amphitheater fan forum June, 2004

“I sure wasn’t expecting this when we came up here for the weekend. We’re huge music fans and go   

    to hear a lot of bands in Detroit, but between her voice and your guitar playing, you’re the best 

    we’ve heard in a long time.”  

                                      C. Lusk, Country Street Machines Auto Fest patron, Frankenmuth, MI    September, 2004 

Repertoire Sample
RWB Originals

Do It Again 

Missin’ You

Hell on My Heels

Ain’t No Good Life

A Fool Will Do

Don’t Need Your Bad Mind

Gonna Be

Long Time Comin’

Nasty Reputation

Desert Breeze 

(PI Blues soundtrack, a Miami Productions film) 

Bury Me Down 

(Shattered Faith soundtrack, a Fifth Sun film)

  Most Popular (and interesting) covers:

Summertime – Gershwin (RWB Blues rendition)

Couldn’t Stand the Weather – SRV 

Love Me Like a Man – Bonnie Raitt

Day of the Eagle – Robin Trower 

Walkin’ By Myself - Johnny Winter

Whipping Post – Allman Bros.

It Hurt So Bad – Susan Tedeschi

Badge – Cream/Robben Ford

One Foot on the Path – Kenny Wayne Shepard
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